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HLF Urban Area A. 2. 
Marble Hill House Riverwalk
Covering: Warren Footpath (Marble Hill Riverwalk), Orleans House Gardens, Ham House and Richmond Hill 
View Point in Orleans Gardens, and Cambridge Gardens

71
HLF Urban Area A. 2. Marble Hill House Riverwalk



Detailed proposals for Marble Hill riverwalk
Landscape improvements to the riverside area and public open spaces linking the historic Orleans Gardens to Marble Hill House
(Grade I) and park. Opening up the Arcadian views to Richmond Hill and Ham House (Grade I), by day and night. 

Comments on achievements
Links between Orleans Gardens and Marble Hill were realised by the access improvements through the Orleans House Garden 
footpaths as well as the works to open the view to the Octagon from Ham reconnecting the two landscapes across the River 
Thames(see HLF Urban Area A. 1. Twickenham Embankment and Riverside works on the Orleans Garden footpath and views to 
Octagon). The works at the Ham House and Richmond Hill viewpoint at Orleans Gardens as well as selective tree works along the 
Warren footpath opened up strategic views to Marble Hill House and Richmond Hill as well as reconnecting the pastoral riverside 
flood meadows to the Middlesex bank. New bat friendly street lighting along the Warren Footpath as well as flood lighting of the
Octagon enhanced the views by night for humans while not hindering the sensitive habitat for bats. 
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Ham House and Richmond Hill viewpoint, Orleans Garden before works start with layout on 14 January 2008 ςnote the 
mud and Richmond Hill which is just visible in the far right in the background from this image
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Ham House and Richmond Hill viewpoint, Orleans Garden before works start with layout 14 January 2008 ςHam House is 
visible in the red box on the far side of the River Thames in this image and also note the mud
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Ham House and Richmond Hill viewpoint, Orleans Garden works underway 23 January 2008 
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Ham House and Richmond Hill viewpoint, Orleans Garden works nearing completion with York stone bench plinths and granite settedging 
ςsite only needs new coat of heritage gravel on the tarmac and benches to complete 26 February 2008,  
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Ham House and Richmond Hill viewpoint, Orleans Garden works completed with members of the public enjoying the spectacular views of the 
River Thames, Richmond Hill and Ham House 20 May 2008,  Photo taken looking toward Orleans Garden playground 
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Ham House and Richmond Hill viewpoint, Orleans Garden works completed with interpretation board along the River Thames14 October 2009,  
Note Ham House in the background across the River Thames. 
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Orleans Garden HLF acknowledgement sign
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Light trial of new LED white light 23 Mach 2009- note the position of the old street light (not on) in the middle of the Warren footpath- the new lights are all 
strategically placed to the back of the footpath as well as positioned to avoid disrupting views from Richmond Hill and Marble Hill House and will minimise light 

pollution, have no UV thus enhancing the area for humans as well as providing a vastly superior habitat for bats, invertebrates and birds. The new lights only light the 
footpath in an even white light and no other areas. 
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Demonstrating the effect and light spill of the old orange sodium lamps before the new lights were put in March 2009. Note that there is no facial recognition and all colours 
are washed out. Note the amount of light spill behind the light as well as over the river which has a very strong detrimentalimpact on habitats for bats. 
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The new LED trial light on a 4m column 9 March 2009 on the Warren footpath. Note facial recognition and sharp cut off of light spill over the revetments onto the River 
Thames. Also note the lack of light spill behind the trial lamp. Also note that position of the old lamp in the middle of thefootpath as well as the area of darkness in between 

lamp columns in the back ground. The new lights address all of these issues. 
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19 April 2007 ςmost of the old street lights along the Warren footpath were 
completely ineffective at providing any level of reasonable light. Can you spot the 
light or lamp post in the image? 

The old orange sodium lamps were on 5m + tall lamp posts placing most high into 
the canopy of the trees as illustrated by this image. The light, when it was on at 
night only illuminated a small area due to the leaf coverage meaning that as a 
pedestrian walked along the footpath they would move from a short area of very 
bright light into complete darkness. The new lights are on 4m lamp posts and 
positioned away from trees providing an even continuous white light that aids in 
facial recognition for humans. And since the new lights are LED which have no UV 
they are better for bats, plus they have a strong cut off point  meaning that there 
is virtually no light pollution onto the sensitive feeding habitat along the River 
Thames, plus the lights use 60% less energy (lower running costs and smaller 
carbon footprint), last 5 times longer before replacement of the bulbs is required 
(lower maintenance costs and small carbon footprint). 
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Trenching 650m to connect the lights along the 
Warren Footpath- 1 September 2009 the old EDF 
main line was inadequate supply for almost half 
the length of the 1,800m footpath
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Opening the view to Marble Hill House with volunteers clearing shrub and putting the grade I listed Marble Hill House back onthe River 
Thames reconnecting the landscape between the Surrey bank and the Middlesex bank. 
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View of Marble Hill House (grade I) from Warren footpath 9 January 2009 before new street lighting system is put in place on the
Warren footpath. Note the old  orange sodium high UV street light that is right in the middle of the view shed as well as theopened 

view to the house following volunteer works.
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Warren footpath (Marble Hill Riverwalk) 21 February 2007 before works start. With the mixture of old orange sodium lamps. 
Note the nearest is concrete and the next is metal but all are in the main section of the walking path
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View of Marble Hill House (grade I) from Ham towpath 19 January 2009 before new street lighting system is put in place on theWarren footpath. Note the 
old  orange sodium high UV street light that is right in the middle of the view outlined in the red box in the inset.
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View of Marble Hill House (grade I) from Ham towpath 15 October 2009 after the new street lighting system is put in place on the Warren footpath 
keeping the viewshed to Marble Hill House clear of lamp columns. The new lights which can just been seen either side of the viewshed by those with a 

keen eye are marked below in the insert box for clarity. The position of the lights still enables British Standard street lighting levels to be obtained 
providing the entire Warren footpath an even white light coverage whilst respecting the grade I listing.
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The new street lighting along the 1.8km long Warren footpath with the new low level LED lamps that provide even white light with no UV light pollution as taken 
on the 25 August 2009. The lights illuminate the footpath and only the footpath eliminating light pollution which is detrimental to the bat population. The new 

lights also reduce the light pollution from Richmond Hill enhancing and connecting the wider landscape by day and night.  
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The new street lighting along the 1.8km long Warren footpath with the new low level LED lamps at dusk on 25 August 2009. 
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Cambridge Gardens before works started was a derelict no go dilapidated area with vandalised 
abandoned buildings along the River Thames as taken in 31 October 2004.
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Cambridge Gardens before works started was a derelict no go dilapidated area with vandalised, collapsing, 
abandoned buildings along the River Thames as taken in 31 October 2004.
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Cambridge Gardens wildflower meadow  area 23 October 2006 before 70 tons of crazy paving were removed and backfilled with sand by volunteers. 
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Cambridge Gardens old handrails October 2006- note the area in the back right is the future wildflower meadow .
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Cambridge Gardens wildflower meadow 11 June 2009- over 35 different species of wildflower identified
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Cambridge Gardens wildflower meadow 20 June 2008- note the chestnut pailing fence
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Cambridge Gardens wildflower meadow area with new 
knee rail 11 Sept 2009
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Cambridge Gardens access off  the Warren footpath (Marble Hill Riverwalk) 21 February 2007 before 
works start. The steep stairs drop the same steepness on the other side.  
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Cambridge Gardens before works stated showing steep stairs between the Warren Footpath (on left) and the gardens. The wall serves as a flood defence and the height needs 
to be maintained but there were no accessible ramps or handrails connecting the garden to the Warren footpath (marble Hill Riverwalk) 11 April 2006
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Cambridge Gardens new DDA ramp, York stone stairs and handrails as viewed from the Warren 
footpath (Marble Hill riverwalk) 17 October 2007- note the old street lamps further up. 

101
HLF Urban Area A. 2. Marble Hill House Riverwalk



Cambridge Gardens new DDA ramp with heritage gravel paving, looking upriver towards Marble Hill park 17 October 2007. 
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Cambridge Gardens new DDA ramp, stairs and handrails giving access to the Warren footpath (Marble Hill riverwalk) 17 October 2007- note that 
the wildflower meadow area at the bottom of the ramp on the left is just starting to be built by the volunteers. 
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