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HLF Urban Area A. 3. 
Richmond Promenade

Covering: Bridge House Gardens, Rotary Gardens (includes Midhurst park, Camborne 

Path, Gothic Site), and Riverdale Gardens 
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Detailed proposals for Richmond Promenade
Improvements to the riverfront landscape and access, areas of seating, lighting, interpretation from Richmond Bridge (grade I) to the 
3 Pigeons public house. New planting will be used to re-introduce native species building on the history of landscape gardening in 
the Arcadian Thames.

Comments on achievements
All the gardens along Richmond Promenade have incorporated new ramps and stairs with two of the three ramps now being fully 
DDA compliant improving access for all. Areas of seating in the gardens have been interwoven into the Arcadian fabric with lush 
planting of native and beneficial plants in keeping with the historic landscape gardening tradition of the plant finders. Theworks 
compliment Richmond Bridge and put the grade I listed structure into context with seating areas viewing the bridge and the River
Thames. 
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Bridge House Gardens  before works started July 05

BRIDGE HOUSE GARDENS, RICHMOND PROMENADE
Works to improve access, re landscape and to 
provide a formal seating area in this popular river 
side garden adjacent to the grade I listed Richmond 
Bridge on Richmond Promenade
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Bridge House Gardens  beforeworks started in July 05 ςnote the heavy use of crazy paving in 
the gardens and work out lawn areas and tired planting beds with self set sycamores and 

Japanese knotweed 
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Bridge House Gardens  works start with the new landscape and access improvements 13 Jan 2006
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Bridge House Gardens  works start with the new landscape and access improvements 13 Jan 2006
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Bridge House Gardens  works start with the new landscape and access improvements 13 Jan 2006
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Bridge House Gardens , volunteers old and young spent many days planting the garden- to this day the volunteers maintain the garden for Richmond 
Council. Extensive use of native plants have been incorporated into the garden along with plants beneficial to  bumble bees and invertebrates building 

on the Arcadian landscape gardening tradition of using old plants and new as in the great plants hunters. 

Photo taken on 29 April 06
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Bridge House Gardens 14 Oct 2006 after the planting by volunteers
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Bridge House Gardens  14 Oct 06 with the new access ramps and seating stairs replacing the old stairs
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Bridge House Gardens 14 Oct 06
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Bridge House Gardens  4 Oct 06
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Bridge House Gardens  note new hand rail along wall 25 Mar 09
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Riverdale Gardens  before works started with the Renton Shelter. A  request from the Renton family to have the shelter knocked down 
spurred a planning application for demolition with an agreed new seat and memorial to Janet Renton- 10 Apr 08

RIVERDALE GARDENS, RICHMOND PROMENADE 
Works to improve access, re landscape and to provide informal seating areas as well as provide more flood capacity for the River Thames. New DDA 

complaint ramps to service The Poppy Factory which is across the road. The Poppy Factor has the largest work force as registered disabled in the UK . 
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Riverdale Gardens  before works started- there is now a new DDA complaint ramp from this junction- the single existing path in this photos has 2 flights of stairs preventing 
wheelchair and pushchair users from access- The Poppy Factory is across the pelican crossing on the right from this photo. 10 April 08
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Riverdale Gardens  new DDA compliant ramps being built 25 Apr 08
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Riverdale Gardens works underway3 Jul 08
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Riverdale Gardens before works started on 16 April 2002 - note the 
line of the crumbling walls, the limited access from the towpath into 

the gardens and the decrypted seating.
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Riverdale Gardens before works started on 29 Jan 08- note the line of the walls along the towpath and the Renton Shelter in foreground
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Riverdale Gardens 16 Mar 09 with the completed new access ramps and seats on York stone plinths- the new York stone stairs and handrails are in 
background. The spring bulbs were planted by young volunteers. The paving has since been treated with heritage gravel
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Riverdale Gardens after works completed showing the new Renton memorial seat and 
landscaped areas with the new curving wall to increase flood capacity 
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Riverdale Gardens after works completed showing the new Renton memorial seat and landscaped areas with the new curving wall and York stone stairs 
with the heritage gravel paths. The gardens won an award in October 2009 from the Richmond Society
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Riverdale Gardens after works completed showing the new Renton memorial seat and landscaped areas with the new curving wall and York stone stairs 
with the heritage gravel paths. The gardens won an award in October 2009 from the Richmond Society
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Riverdale Gardens looking down from Petersham Road entrance after the works are completed showing the new DDA ramp access, stairs and path all leading to the River 
Thames. The Renton memorial seat and landscaped areas is on the far left. The gardens won an award in October 2009 from the Richmond Society
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Riverdale Gardens looking downriver towards Richmond Bridge (grade I) after the works are completed showing the new curving wall which permits 
increased flood alleviation and York stone stairs. Note the line of granite settsin the towpath which delineates the old boundary wall and the circular 

memorial seat in the distance which matches the Renton memorial.   
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ROTARY GARDENS, RICHMOND PROMENADE 
Works to improve access, re landscape and to provide informal seating areas as well as provide more flood capacity for the River Thames. 
Works started on the 12 May 2009 and completed on the 15 Sept 2009. 

Rotary Gardens looking towards 3 Pigeons and Riverdale Gardens beforeworks started on 29 May 09
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Rotary Gardens beforeworks start on 11 May 2009 as seen from Richmond Landing Stage (towpath)
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Rotary Gardens lower area near towpath looking towards Richmond Bridge before works 
start 27 Jul 05- note dead trees and old street furniture 
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Rotary Gardens old benches before works started 
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Rotary Gardens tree works start on 12 May 2009 as seen from Richmond Bridge
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Rotary Gardens works with HLF temporary acknowledgement on display summer 2009
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Rotary Gardens new York stone plinths going into place for new street furniture 5 June 2009
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Rotary Gardens York stone stairs completed  with seating areas on York stone plinths15 July 2009 - awaiting handrails for stairs
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Rotary Gardens York stone stairs completed  with seating areas on York stone plinths 15 September 2009.
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Gothic Site completed works 30 Sept 2009 with new York stone stairs, handrails and seats with heritage gravel footpath
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Gothic Site completed works 30 Sept 2009 with new York stone stairs, handrails and seats with heritage gravel footpath-{ǘŜƛƴΩǎ Café is in the background on the left


