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Detailed proposals for Richmond Hill
Repair and replacement of clutter and unsympathetic street furniture, and railings to enhance the historic setting. Works to the trees 
along the terrace (grade II*) and removal of inappropriate chain-link fence to re-open lost views over the Thames; provision of 
interpretation and new paths through Buccleugh Gardens (grade II) to connect the foot of Richmond Hill and Petersham Meadows 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ŜŘƎŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘ tǊƻƳŜƴŀŘŜ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƛƴƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘ tŀǊƪ όƎǊŀŘŜ LύΣ IŀƳ !ǾŜƴǳŜǎ όƎǊŀŘŜ LL*),
Richmond town, Petersham village with Richmond Hill .

Comments on achievements
All of the principles and aims were achieved to a high standard. York stone was used for plinths for the seats and stair cases, Cast 
iron railings were restored, Terrace Field (Hill Common) (grade II*) was reunited as a whole as with the removal of the chain-link 
fence. Views were restored by the clearance of shrubs and the wildflower meadows were restored. New trees were planted along 
the Terrace (grade II*) and the connections between Richmond Hill and the River Thames were completed both physically and 
spiritually with broad vistas, new paths using sympathetic materials. Equally, Richmond Hill was connected to Richmond Park (grade 
I) with new paving and heritage gravel to make a seamless union between the Terrace and Terrace Walk past The Wick (grade I),
Wick House (grade I) and the Royal Star and Garter (grade II). The works around Petersham Meadow on the towpath and Thames 
National Trail, Chitty Hole and Buccleugh Gardens (grade II)  similarly, reconnected the River Thames back to Richmond Hill with
restored views and the use of high quality materials. Likewise, the links between Ham Avenues (grade II*) and Petersham village 
have been enhanced with the works linking the sites (see HLF Pastoral Project Area B2 Ham Avenues and towpath). Separate (not
HLF funded) works have restored Terrace Gardens (grade II) and the Hill Rise (street) connecting Richmond Hill to Richmond town 
centre has been upgraded with strand lights. All of these have resulted in a highly successful restoration of what was a disconnected, 
fragmented and damaged landscape into a whole, restored landscape, that is in keeping with the cradle of the English landscape 
movement and modern environmental movement. 
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View from Richmond Hill (grade II*) over Terrace Field (grade II*) to the River Thames before works started October 2003 . The line of scrub and trees in the middle is an area that was 
pinched from Terrace Field by the Duke of Buccleugh in the C18th and incorporated his private garden which was then part of Terrace Gardens (grade II).
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Looking from Richmond Hill (grade II*) across Terrace Field (grade II*) after the works completed spring 2006
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View from Richmond Hill (grade II*) over Terrace Field (grade II*) 
to the River Thames down the central stairs before works started 

October 2003 . Note the line of scrub and trees in the middle 
beside the chain-link fence. 
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View from Richmond Hill (grade II*) over Terrace Field (grade II*) to the River Thames down the central stairs after the restoration works completed May 2006
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View from Richmond Hill (grade II*) over Terrace Field (grade II*) to the River Thames down the central stairs after the restoration works completed May 2006
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Looking at the condition of the stairs on Richmond Hill before the works started with a hazard warning note placed by LBRuT Parks advising the public not to use the 
stairs. Note the broken handrails, the use of wooden post on far right and the condition of the stairs themselves in summer 2004.
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Richmond Hill central stair restoration works begins autumn 2005. Note the position of the first 3 pineapple bollards which are on 
the 3rd riser from the top and also note the hay cut on Terrace Field is underway in the background. 
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Richmond Hill stairs after the works completed Autumn 2007. 
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Richmond Hill central stair restoration works. The stairs were closed 
immediately due to health and safety concerns with the York stone lifted and 

fenced off to secure the site Spring 2005. 
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Looking at the condition of the stairs on Richmond Hill 
before the works started spring 2003.
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Richmond Hill stairs after the works completed Autumn 2007. 
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Looking at the condition of the railings, trees and street furniture on Richmond Hill before the works started spring 2005. Note the old seat on concrete plinth, 
the railings here are actually plastic and the lime tree is planted in a small brick planter girdling the roots.
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Richmond Hill after the works are completed, there are new railings, the street furniture has been upgraded and placed on a York
stone plinth, new trees are planted the retaining wall has been aesthetically repaired, summer 2007.
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Richmond Hill after the works are completed, there are new railings, new Breedongravel surface replacing the red tarmac, the street furniture has been 
upgraded and placed on a York stone plinth, new trees are planted the retaining wall has been aesthetically repaired, and newstreet lighting has been 

completed  winter 2006 - note the HLF acknowledgement plaque on the left.  



285HLF Pastoral Area B. 1. Richmond Hill

Richmond Hill after the works are completed, showing the HLF acknowledgement plaque 2006
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Looking up Richmond Hill (grade II*) across Terrace Field (grade II*) at the entrance to what Terrace Gardens before the works started- note the chain link fence
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Looking down Richmond Hill (grade II*) a the upper entrance to Terrace Gardens across Terrace Field (grade II*) 
before the works started- note the chain link fence and shrubbery on the other side of the fence
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Looking up Richmond Hill (grade II*) across Terrace Field (grade II*) before the works started- note the chain link fence and shrubbery on the other side of the fence



289HLF Pastoral Area B. 1. Richmond Hill

Works underway to remove the hideous chain ςlink fence (spring 005) that divided Terrace Field (grade II*) from Terrace Gardens ((grade II) below  the crest of Richmond Hill (grade II*) . 
The River Thames is in the background. The works were carried out by volunteers and was one of he key objective of the restoration of the landscape.
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Looking up Richmond Hill (grade II*) across Terrace Field (grade II*) before the works started- note the chain link fence and shrubbery on the other side of the fence
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Looking up Richmond Hill (grade II*) across Terrace Field (grade II*) after the works completed summer 2007
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Looking up Richmond Hill (grade II*) across Terrace Field (grade II*) after the works completed summer 2007
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Looking up Richmond Hill (grade II*) across Terrace Field (grade II*) with the heritage gravel being put on the new tarmac path May 2006
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Looking up Richmond Hill (grade II*) across Terrace Field (grade II*) with the heritage gravel in place and the newly sown native wildflowers coming into bloom May 2006
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Looking up to the north stairs before on the left and after on the right. Note on the right the new heritage gravel path and York stone stairs 
and handrails that lead to Richmond Hill (grade II*). Summer 2007

BEFORE AFTER
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Looking up to the north stairs before works started in the spring of 2005.
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Looking up to the north stairs along the new path to Richmond Hill Terrace while works are underway Summer 2006
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Looking down the north stairs to the path and view area to the River Thames before works are started autumn 2004. 
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Looking down from Richmond Hill Terrace while works to the north stairs and path are underway summer 2006.. 
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Looking down the north stairs to the path to the River Thames before works are started winter 2003. 
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Looking down from Richmond Hill Terrace (grade II*) across the new north stairs and path to Terrace Field (grade II*) after works are completed autumn 2007
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Detail of the condition of some of the old crazy paving stairs in what was Terrace Gardens before it was united back to Terrace Field


