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HLF Pastoral Area B2.
Ham Avenues and Towpath
Covering: Great South Avenue, Petersham Avenue, Melancholy Walk, Ham Gate Avenue, Ham Common, Ham towpath, 
Petersham towpath, Ham Street car park, Ham Lands, The Copse, and Douglas Footpath
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Detailed proposals for Ham Avenues and Towpath
wŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀŘŜ LLϝ !ǾŜƴǳŜǎΣ ǎŎǊǳō ŎƭŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭƛƳŜƴǘ ŀ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ άfloodscapeέ όǊŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǎǘ ŦƭƻƻŘ Ǉƭŀƛƴύ 
project to reintroduce managed flooding of the adjacent Ham Lands as a grazed flood meadow, to halt the decline in biodiversity and 
establish a greater range of riverside plants and associated wildlife; improvement to the towpath (beyond essential repairs) to 
improve access and opening up of historic views (such as the grade I listed Ham House, Octagon and Marble Hill House) with 

landscape improvements and interpretation.

Comments on achievements
The grade II* Ham Avenues have been fully restored and removed from the at risk register with English Heritage. Extensive 
biodiversity works have been carried out including reedbedplanting along with other native priority species including the indigenous 
black poplar. Japanese knotweed and Himalayan balsam (invasive species) have been controlled and eradicated. Over 3 miles of 
native hedgerows have been planted and restored. The towpath has been upgraded with new dry links and new surfaces improving 
access for all. Historic views of grade I listed building such as Ham House, Octagon and Marble Hill House have been restored(please 
see HLF Area A2 Marble Hill Riverwalkfor the works to restore the views to the Octagon, Ham House and Octagon) with extensive 
landscape improvements and new interpretation.

HLF Area B2. Pastoral Ham Avenues and Towpath



Great South Avenue Sandy Lane to Ham Common  before works start- volunteer from Latchmere Prison removing dead 
elm that has fallen across the footpath and bridle way Jan 2007
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Great South Avenue Sandy Lane to Ham Common  before works start- looking towards Ham House October 2006- note 
the dense scrub of predominately young elm trees and lack of regular rhythm to Avenue  
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Great South Avenue Sandy Lane to Ham Common  before works start Oct 2006- note the lime tree on the left is a multi-
stem sucker from older failed tree and the dead elm on  right. 
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Great South Avenue Sandy Lane to Ham Common January 2007 works start- note lack of structure to Avenue and central divided between bridle path and footpath
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Ham Avenues ςGreat South Avenue before works started July 2003
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Ham Avenues ςGreat South Avenue summer 2008- note 
the broken divide between the footpath and the bridle path



343
HLF Area B2. Pastoral Ham Avenues and Towpath

Ham Avenues ςGreat South Avenue summer 2008- note the broken divide between the footpath and the bridle path
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Ham Avenues ςGreat South Avenue tree works starting winter 2007
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Ham Avenues ςGreat South Avenue tree works starting winter 2007
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6 Oct 2006
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Ham Avenues ςGreat South Avenue tree works and new fence along Grey Court School boundary winter 2007
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Ham Avenues ςGreat South Avenue tree works completed 20 March 2007
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Ham Avenues ςGreat South Avenue over 2 miles of hedgerow planted by volunteers with Sir David Attenborough dropping in for an inspection winter 2007
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Ham Avenues ςGreat South Avenue fully restored with new Iroko timber edging 5 March 2009
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Ham Avenues ςGreat South Avenue fully restored with new Iroko timber edging, new gates, trees, new bridle path and wildflowers coming into bloom 18 May 2009
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Ham Avenues ςGreat South Avenue fully restored with new Iroko timber edging, new gates, trees, new bridle path and wildflowers coming into bloom 30 April 09
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Great South Avenue Sandy Lane to Ham House before works start on left and after restoration on right. 
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BEFORE AFTER
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Great South Avenue Sandy Lane to Ham House  new fences were built by volunteers and the 
view to Ham House after all tree works completed  April 2006

Before

After
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Petersham Avenue Oct 2003
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Ham Avenues ςGreat South Avenue fully restored looking towards Ham House (grade I) autumn 2006
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Petersham Avenue view of junction of muddy path at tarmac path and view to grade II Arch Lodge before works started 9 January2004- note the Japanese knot 
weed shrub on the right that had to be removed under license over 3 years

BEFORE 
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Ham Avenues Petersham Avenue at Arch Lodge (grade II) April 2009 after the restoration complete

AFTER
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Ham Avenues ςPetersham Avenue before restoration outside the Arch Lodge (grade II*)  December 2008- note the tarmac
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Ham Avenues, Petersham Avenue after works completed showing the new areas of Breedon gravel path on far side of 
bollards uniting the other section of the Avenue with Breedon gravel 25Oct 2009 
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Ham Avenues ςPetersham Avenue after restoration looking towards the Arch Lodge beside Douglas House  (grade II*)  30 April 2009- note the new Breedon gravel path
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Ham Avenues ςPetersham Avenue fully restored looking towards Arch Lodge (grade II*)  autumn 2009


